North Lakes Academy in the News

Dear NLA Families and Community members,

MLA is going to be a part of a KSTP investigative report on charter schools on
Thursday. Due to the sensitivity of the topic, we want to ensure that our
community has all the facts.

Jackie Saunders, our school director, was interviewed by a KSTP reporter on
Tuesday. The reporter focused her questions on Dave Engen and his licensure. Mr.
Engen has been working in education for 30+ years. He worked in private schools
as a teacher and as an administrator until he joined the NLA staff in 2000. Mr.
Engen has a degree in education but has not held a Minnesota teaching license.
Morth Lakes has followed procedures recommended by the Minnesota Department of
Education and the Board of Teaching in order to obtain permission for Mr. Engen to
teach at NLA.

Last spring we were informed by our charter sponsor, MDE, that the requirements
we were adhering to had changed. At that time, Mr. Engen began the process of
earning his Minnesota state teaching license through a state supervised portfolio
program. To date he has passed required Praxis tests and completed three
portfolios. Action on this license 15 pending.

Mr. Engen has expressed a desire that this political situation not disrupt the
education of the students and that they not be caught in the middle. He has
requested to take a leave of absence until the issue is resolved. We have posted
for a long-term licensed math substitute.

We fully support Mr. Engen and express our appreciation for his professional and
graceful handling of the situation. As always his first concern and ours has been for
the students.

Please feel free to contact either of us if you have questions.

Sincerely,

Jackie Saunders - Director

and

Caroline Little - Assistant Director
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