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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Statermnent from PCAE Board spokesperson, Sue Mackert

Contact:

Sue Mackert, PCAE board

Perpich Center for Arts Education
320-260-1709, smackERG @aol.com

Perpich’'Center Response to Governor Pawlenty's Budget
Proposal

Arts Education Critical to Minnesota Students

Golden Valley, MN January 27, 2009

Governor Pawlenty's budget proposal, relcased this aftémoon, recommends that outreach
functions of the Perpich Center for Aris Education be eliminated and that the Perpich Center Arts
High School be transitioned into a charter school.

We appreciate the Governor's desire to maintain arts cducation while undertaking the extreme
task of bulancing the state's budger at a time of unprecedented local, state and national econormjc
crises. :

Arls education is. critical to Minnesota students and we will work with the governor and
legislators to make certain that the mission of the Perpich Center for Arts Education is
maintained. We will do all we can to preserve our core values.

‘About the 'Perpich Center for Arts Education: -

The Perpich Center is an agency of the Statc-of Minuesota, In addition to operating a mition-free
arts high school, the Center serves students and communities throughout the state of Minnesora
by providing outreach services that hel P educators improve student achievement in and throu gh
the aris. : ' '
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